Cranleigh and Bramley Parish
Parish Safeguarding Report for AGM 2018/19


Firstly we would like to thank all of the volunteers for the work they do for and on behalf of the Parish and for nurturing a safe environment for our children and vulnerable adults.

The National Catholic Safeguarding Commission has developed a document outlining how the Catholic Church in England and Wales is striving towards a culture of safeguarding where all are safe from harm and abuse and where every person is encouraged and enabled to enjoy the fullness of life in Jesus Christ through the prayerful, caring, nurturing, supportive and protective endeavours of the Catholic community, both individually and collectively.  How this is to be achieved is summarised on a short document that is or about to be displayed on the noticeboards in both churches alongside a poster advising how to contact your Parish Safeguarding Representative.

Over the past year we have continued with processing new applications and renewals of DBS certificates and we believe that we now only have one or two more to process.  Thank you to all who have participated in this.

Father David, Tracy and myself met in January to review our parish safeguarding processes. All new volunteers working with children and vulnerable adults will need to follow the Diocesan safer recruitment procedures which will include the provision of 2 references.  Tracy is compiling a recruitment pack which includes the DBS application process.  Father David, Tracy and myself now have quarterly meetings scheduled to review and monitor safeguarding in our Parish. 

The Parish website has been updated with safeguarding information and there is a safeguarding feature in the latest bumper edition of the newsletter. In order to provide better cover over both our churches Karina Ajayi from Bramley will now be assisting me with safeguarding issues and processes.

Training is an important element on delivering a culture of Safeguarding and to that end Bishop Richard has an expectation that all who work with vulnerable groups (children, young people or adults at risk) undertake Diocesan Safeguarding Basic Awareness Training. This can be done by either attending a Deanery face-to- face session or undertaking on- line training by registering via the Safeguarding Office with EduCare. From experience, volunteers find the face-to-face sessions more relevant to their church role. This training will need to be refreshed on a 3 yearly basis and Face-to-face Refresher Training sessions are also now be part of the Training Programme and will be rolled out across the Deaneries. 
Furthermore a decision has now been reached by the Safeguarding Commission that all new volunteers should undertake the basic training within a year of taking up their role.

Father David has sent an email to all volunteers supporting children and vulnerable adults with the safeguarding elearning training information and outlining the Bishops expectation that they complete this and/or the training seminars offered by the Diocesan safeguarding office that are delivered on a deanery basis. The next Deanery Initial Safeguarding Awareness training is taking place on April 3rd 2019 at St Joan of Arc, Farnham, GU9 8DJ from 7 - 9 p.m. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The elearning package is available to anyone from the parish and would be very helpful not just for those directly in a volunteer role with children or vulnerable adults.  https://www.dabnet.org/contentdocuments/451.pdf

Please contact myself on 01483 277739 or email the parish office at office@cpcb.org.uk if you would like some advice about whether you need a DBS check or  regarding any other safeguarding  issues you may have.

Thank you for all your support.

Angela Sargeant
Parish Safeguarding Representative 
